Portfolio Assignment
MA 113
Due Wednesday, November 17, 2010

1. Write a mathematics autobiography which includes your:
a. best classroom experience in mathematics
b. best experience with mathematics outside the classroom
c. worst classroom experience in mathematics
d. worst experience with mathematics outside the classroom
e. favorite mathematics teacher and why s/he is/was your favorite
f. least favorite mathematics teacher and why s/he is/was your least favorite.

2. Write a cover letter to me which includes:
a. What area of mathematics you enjoy most
b. What area of mathematics is most difficult for you
c. What you need to work on to be a better elementary mathematics teacher
i. Skills and concepts
ii. Attitude towards mathematics in general, homework, and class work, approach to student errors, and student work assignments, etc.
d. What you have learned so far this semester which has had the greatest impact on your attitude towards mathematics
e. What you have learned about problem solving
f. If you have/were to have a child, how you would want his/her teacher to approach mathematics
g. Anything else which you feel should be in your portfolio because it gives a fuller picture of who you are.

3. Submit at least four samples of your homework and/or class work and explain why they fall into the following categories. One, and only one, of your classroom observations may be submitted for one of the categories, and your classroom interview may be submitted for one of the categories as well.
a. A favorite assignment
b. An assignment which represents your best mathematics work
c. A difficult assignment – one which was challenging and required correcting or help from another person
d. An important assignment – one which was particularly enlightening.

4. Three word problems which utilize different operations and involve fractions or decimal numbers. You may create your own problems or find some on the Internet, or in education journals, education magazines, and newspapers, etc. At least one word problem must come from a library resource. Be sure to include the source of your problems and your solutions to the problems with explanations. Do not copy answers to problems from their source. If you create problems, be sure to state that you are the author and give the solutions.

5. Three puzzles which require different methods, such as random trial and error, guess – check – revise, diagrams, or algebra, to solve. Be sure to have a variety of puzzles and to include references for them and your own solutions to the puzzles.

6. Three different examples of mathematical errors, incompleteness, surprises, or inconsistencies you have observed outside the classroom.


Portfolio Format

Submit your portfolio on a CD in a case with the sections listed below. Remember that creating and maintaining a professional portfolio is an important part of your teaching career. It is a reflection of who you are and what you have to offer the profession. It will change over time, but this portfolio should be a reflection of you this spring as you begin studying to become a teacher. Be sure to remove your name from the top of any files before burning them on the CD, and be sure that your cover letter is in letter format with a salutation and closing. All word processing should be double spaced in standard format. Number the pages in your portfolio and be sure to put the entire portfolio in one file. Once you have burned the CD, be sure to check that everything you intend to be on the CD is in fact there.

1. Cover Page
2. Cover Letter – about two pages
3. Table of Contents – with page numbers
4. Resume – one page
5. Mathematics Autobiography
6. Homework and Classwork Samples - carefully labeled for category and with explanations
7. Word Problems – checked for reasonableness and with answers worked out by you and not copied from their source
8. Mathematics Puzzles – including your solutions as well as a description of the methods used to find the solutions
9. Mathematical Errors/Incompleteness/Surprises/Inconsistencies - including date and source of information, such as store, public sign, newspaper, radio, or television and description of error, incompleteness, or surprise along with picture if possible

Rubric for Grading Portfolio
1.  General appearance of portfolio and table of contents	10%
2.  Cover letter	10%
3.  Resume	10%
4.  Mathematics Autobiography	10%
5.  Homework and Classwork Samples	10%
6.  Word Problems	20%
7.  Puzzles	20%
8.  Mathematical Errors/Incompleteness/Surprises/Inconsistencies	10%

The grade on the portfolio will be reduced by a portion of the portfolio’s earned grade for each class meeting it is late: e.g. if the portfolio is handed in on Friday, November 19th, and is valued at a B+, it will receive a B.

Portfolio Progress

In preparation for submitting a complete and professional portfolio on November 17th, work on the portfolio must be begun well in advance of the portfolio’s due date. It is not an overwhelming project if the various components of the portfolio are prepared in advance and then assembled closer to the due date. In order to assist you in completing the portfolio successfully, I ask that you submit components of the portfolio regularly, as homework, for my review. This way I am able to notify you if any of the components require more work or editing or if they are already quality work and ready for the portfolio. Be sure to make any necessary corrections and remove your name from your work before entering it in your portfolio.

Submission of the components on the dates given below counts as homework and will be graded. Please note that there are options at each date and that not every component must be submitted as homework. Just be sure to submit one of the items on each date. Please be sure to stay on top of this project. It will indicate that you are well on your way to becoming a professional adult and a good teacher.

I look forward to reading your work.

	Date
	Components

	Wed., Sept. 8
	Math biography or resume

	Wed., Sept. 15
	Math biography, resume, or word problems

	Wed., Sept. 29
	Math biography, resume, word problems, or puzzles

	Wed., Oct. 13
	Puzzles, errors/incompleteness/surprises/inconsistencies, or word problems

	Wed., Oct. 27
	Puzzles, errors/incompleteness/surprises/inconsistencies, or cover letter
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