


Portfolio Assignment
MA 305
Due Wednesday, December 1, 2010


1. Write a letter to the reader describing the contents of your portfolio. Be sure to write your comments in letter format with a salutation and a closure.

2. Write a one page commentary about your perspective on teaching. It should be a broad commentary on teaching and not confined to the profession of being a teacher.

3. Write a one page commentary about your perspective on learning. It should be a broad commentary on learning and not confined to what happens in schools.

4. Submit three word problems which utilize number patterns. You may create your own problems or find some on the Internet, or in education journals, education magazines, and newspapers, etc. Be sure to include the source of your problems and your solutions to the problems with explanations. Do not copy answers to problems from their source. If you create the problems, be sure to state that you are the author. At least one word problem (or puzzle) must come from a library. The CCSU curriculum lab is on the third floor of the Burritt Library.

5. Submit two puzzles which utilize number patterns. You may create your own puzzles or find some on the Internet, or in education journals, education magazines, and newspapers, etc. Be sure to include the source of your problems and your solutions to the problems with explanations. Do not copy answers to problems from their source. If you create the puzzles, be sure to state that you are the author. At least one puzzle (or word problem) must come from a library. The CCSU curriculum lab is on the third floor of the Burritt Library.

6. Submit six samples of class assignments which you have found particularly significant, and explain why each is significant for you. You might consider some of the categories listed below, or you may choose other categories. You may not include more than two assignments in the same category.
a. Most interesting
b. Best mathematics work
c. Most difficult assignment – one which was challenging and required correcting or help from another person
d. Enlightening/informative assignment – one which opened your eyes to some new mathematical ideas
e. Most fun – one which you thoroughly enjoyed completing

7. Create a glossary of at least ten mathematical terms. These terms may be new to you this semester or they may be terms you have heard before but have a fuller understanding of now. Write your definitions of the terms in complete sentences.




Portfolio Format

Submit your portfolio on a CD with the following sections. Remember that creating and maintaining a professional portfolio is an important part of your teaching career. This portfolio should be a reflection of who you are and what you accomplished this semester. All word processing should be double spaced in standard format. Number the pages in your portfolio.


Rubric for Grading Portfolio
1.  General appearance of portfolio	10%
2.  Letter to the reader	10%
3.  What is teaching?	10%
4.  What is learning?	10%
5.  Word Problems	15%
6.  Puzzles	15%
7.  Six assignments	10%
8.  Reflections	10%
9.  Glossary	10%

The grade on the portfolio will be reduced by a portion of the portfolio’s earned grade for each class meeting it is late: e.g. if the portfolio is handed in on Friday, December 3rd, and is valued at a B+, it will receive a B.

Portfolio Progress

In preparation for submitting a complete and professional portfolio on December 1st, work on the portfolio must be begun well in advance of the portfolio’s due date. It is not an overwhelming project if the various components of the portfolio are prepared in advance and then assembled closer to the due date. If you are not familiar with burning CDs, be sure to allow plenty of time to complete that final task. In order to assist you in completing the portfolio successfully, I ask that you submit some components of the portfolio early and regularly as homework and for my review. This way I am able to notify you if any of the components require more work or editing or if they are already quality work and ready for the portfolio. Be sure to make any necessary corrections to your work before entering it in your portfolio.

Submission of the components on the dates given below counts as homework and will be graded.  Please be sure to stay on top of this project.

I look forward to reading your work.

	Date
	Portfolio Component

	Wednesday, Sept. 15
	What is teaching?

	Wednesday, Sept. 22
	What is learning?

	Monday, Oct. 18
	Word problems

	Monday, Oct. 25
	Puzzles
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